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The Turkish-Bulgarian Crisis from the 
Point of View of World Peace. 

During the past month the eyes of the world have 
been focused on the Balkan region. It is useless here 
even to summarize what has taken place, so fully 
have the details been given in the press. What is 
the significance of it all, from the point of view of 
world peace ? Why has there been no war ? What 
bearing will the new arrangements have for the peace 
of the future ? These are the capital questions. 

Immediately on the Bulgarian declaration of inde- 
pendence the war mongers everywhere began uttering 
lugubrious prophecies. All Europe was to be in 
flames. Some of the worst of the papers declared 
over and over again that hostilities had already be- 
gun. It was, indeed, difficult for any one to see how 
the crisis could be gotten through without fierce fight- 
ing and bloodshed. But no fighting has occurred, 
and the danger of war now seems past. That such a 
revolution and such a breaking up of the Turkish 
Empire should have taken place without war is truly 
one of the marvels of history. It is about the last 
region on the earth where one would have expected 
a political upheaval unaccompanied by a storm of 



war. Properly understood, therefore, nothing could 
give greater hope to the friends of peace than the fact 
that war has not occurred. 

Many factors have worked together to conserve 
the peace. Some of these have been of a high order, 
others not so high. The chief element has, without 
doubt, been the spirit and conduct of the Young 
Turks through their Committee of Union and Prog- 
ress. These men, living in exile in Europe for a 
decade and a half, have become possessed of the mod- 
ern spirit of love of liberty and justice. They have 
also learned, through contact with the institutions of 
Western Europe, with the Peace Congresses and the 
Hague Conferences, to appreciate the power of patient, 
pacific measures as opposed to revolutionary violence. 
They have naturally, therefore, sympathized with 
Bulgaria's desire for complete independence, and 
been opposed to sanctioning any attempt to reduce 
her to submission by force. They have, unquestion- 
ably, felt deeply grieved at the dismemberment of the 
Turkish Empire at the moment when they were 
determined to establish right and justice throughout 
the whole domain. But they have preferred to see 
their dominion narrowed rather than violate their 
own principles by attempting to subdue Bulgaria, 
and thus inevitably bring on a general war. No 
appreciation of the wisdom and good sense which 
they have shown can be too high. 

Again, the cooperation of the powers which were 
parties to the Berlin treaty of 1878, has been on a 
vastly higher plane than it was at the time that treaty 
was made. They have — at least a considerable num- 
ber of them — recognized this time the right of the 
Balkan and Cretan peoples to have some say as to 
what shall be their political destiny. It is in this 
enlarged spirit of respect for political rights and 
liberty that they have been disposed to treat the vio- 
lations of the Berlin treaty which have occurred, a 
treaty at the bottom of which lay might and the spirit 
of political domination, and conseqently no little in- 
justice. No one need fear, therefore, that the fate 
which has befallen the Berlin treaty will weaken in 
the least the force and value of international treaties 
hereafter. The opposite will be true, for the new 
international treaties and conventions now being con- 
cluded are being drawn in the advanced modern 
spirit, free in large measure from the tyrannical and 
base elements which vitiated many of the treaties of 
the past, and made it necessary that they be gotten 
out of the way or thoroughly revised. The Berlin 



